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The Khitan-Liao Empire’s ruling in the Mongol Steppe and
its influence towards the Steppe Silk Road
Wei Zhijiang Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract: In the medieval 9" century, the Tatars, also called Jubu ( Yubuqu) in
Liao’s record, rise power in the Mongol Steppe. But they were defeated by the Kitan.
To strengthen the rule, Khitan built fortresses and set garrisons in Mongolia. Since
then, the Mongol Steppe and even the Chinese Turkistan were under the control of
Khitan-Liao Empire. Trading routes were activated through the steppe.

Key Words: Khitan; Liao dynasty; Mongol Steppe; Tatar; Steppe Silk Road
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