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China—Cambodia Relation in the Maritime Silk Road Era:
A Risk Analysis of Foreign Aid Relation

CHEN Shihlun Allen

( Center for Southeast Asian Studies/School of International Relations Sun Yat—sen University

Guangzhou 510275 Guangdong)

Abstract: After the turn of 21st century the relation between China and Cambodia has been intensifying through fre—
quent state visits and comprehensive cooperation of economic and beyond. The bilateral relation has upgraded to a new level
ever since the launching of the Maritime Silk Road Initiative in 2013. For further understanding the paradigm shift of China’s
aid pattern to Cambodia before and after the One Belt One Road initiative announcement this article applies a theoretic
framework of trio—data analysis ( Amounts of FDI Trade and Aid) in understanding the transition of Sin—Khmer relation
since 1993. On ground of the aid pattern transformation the author further analyzes the moralistic and investment risks Chi—
na encountered under OBOR scheme. The author argues that only taking the social—economic development future of perime—
ter counties Cambodia in this case into their grand strategic consideration will fulfill China’s great power responsibility.
The Sino—Khmer relations can then advance from a common interest entity of patron—client relation to the collective regional
identity of common development destiny.

Key words: Cambodia foreign aid China—Cambodia relation Maritime Silk Road

<102 -



