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An Analysis of China’s Leadership in Climate Governance in Context of

De-globalization: From an Evolutionary Economics Perspective

WANG Xuedong SUN Ziqing

( School of International Relations SunYat-sen University Guangzhou 510275 China)

Abstract: The Paris Agreement has created a new governance model for global climate governance which is
characterized by INDC and marks a new stage in fighting against the climate change. But the worldwide de-glo—
balization has cast a shadow over the future of global climate governance bringing out new uncertainties. Based
upon the Evolutionary Economics and Incomplete Contract Theory the current global climate governance system
could be seen as incomplete contracts formed by all the countries with limited cognitive rationality. De-globaliza—
tion trend reflects the participants” dissatisfaction with the global governance system and exposes the shortcomings
of the original model which finally undermines the original cognitive balance in the global climate governance.
Under such circumstances a different climate governance system on the basis of new common knowledge should-
be established which requires all the countries to reform their original models to adjust the incomplete con—
tracts and to promote the transformation of global climate governance. In this process China needs to take an
active roles the knowledge authority by disseminating its own experiences and creative ideas leading the global
climate governance system towards a right direction: justice and balance. China has proposed the ideas such as
win-win cooperation rule of law and fairness inclusiveness mutual learning and common development during
the Paris Conference. In that sense China has actually contributed "Chinese wisdom” in the transformation of
global governance in climate issue and other areas as well.

Key words: evolutionary eeconomics; climate governance; de-globalization; China leadership
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