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Australia’s Strategic Target and Policy Choice

In the South China Sea

Feng Lei Yu Changsen

Abstract: Considering the profound national interests and strategic objectives, Australia
has actively involved in the South China Sea affairs, although it is not a direct party to the
dispute of the South China Sea. On one hand, the South China Sea is an important
transport channel of maritime trade linking Australian with Asian countries. Thus, security
and stability in the South China Sea and its surrounding areas are closely related with
Australia's national security. On the other hand, as an important ally of the United States,
Australia strongly supports latter’s "pivot to Asia" strategy. Meanwhile, as the pretentious
"middle power", Australia also wants to participate in establishing multilateral mechanism
in the South China Sea, and thus further gets a norm-making right in the regional issues.
Based on the literatures of both in Chinese and foreign languages, this paper is trying to
further explore the reasons for the formation of the Australia’s South China Sea strategic
objectives, policy options, and the main features of the future direction.

Key words Australia; South China Sea  Strategic Targets Policy Choice.
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