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War and Women’s Liberation in Afghanistan:
Ideal and Reality

Ruolan Fan

Abstract: In 2001, the United State launched the Afghanistan war. Despite
of claiming the anti-terrorism, the US also puts forward the goal of Afghan
women’s liberation in order to strengthen the legitimacy of the war. The war
in Afghanistan and the liberation of women involve issues like human rights,
sovereignty, woman’s rights and clash of civilizations. This paper attempts to
analyze the following questions. Is it necessary to “liberate” Afghan women?
Do America really intend to liberate Afghan women? Are Afghan women really
liberated by the US after the war? At the viewpoint of this paper, it is necessary
to liberate Afghan women on the ground that women’s rights are human rights;
America truly intends to liberate Afghan women because of philosophy of
democracy and human rights, which, once again, perfectly combines idealism
and realism in its policy; the situation of Afghan women is improved, but there
is still a long way to go before they get “liberated” .

Keywords: the United State; the Afghan War; muslim women; women’s

liberation
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