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The Strategic Logic of Maintaining Maritime Hegemony and its Theoretical Dilemma

Rethinking Corbett’s Maritime Strategic Principles
Jiang Peng Zeng Chenyu
(School of International Relations Sun Yat-sen University Zhuhai Guangdong 519000;
Institute of World Economy & Politics Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100372)

Abstract: Corbett’s theory originated from and served the practice of British maritime hegemony for a long time and has
become the basic principle of the United States in maintaining maritime hegemony after World War II. The superposition
effect of this theoretical system can often produce strong structural constraints on the adversary’s strategic choices. As long
as the adversary slips into any of the strategic traps preset for it it will automatically become the target of large-scale fleet
assembly that the maritime hegemonic country has expected and then encounter an irretrievable failure. But the problem is
that Corbett’s theoretical system is not “one single piece” but a modular combination which is based on the optimal strategy
choices in different situations. If this theoretical system which seems to be mechanically rigorous is split and interpreted
Corbett’s maritime strategy theory may be found to have many difficulties in practice. The flaws inherent in this theory may
provide a strategic opportunity for disadvantaged naval forces to “act in a diametrically opposite way” to achieve “asymmet—
ric checks and balances”.
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