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tional University 1994; Society —economics and politics in pre-Angkor Cambodia: the Tth-8th
centuries  Centre for East Asian Cultural Studies 1998.
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genocide in Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge Yale University Press 2014.
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Publications  2009.
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sian Studies 2000; [International Democracy Assistance for Peacebuilding: Cambodia and Beyond
Palgrave Macmillan 2007.
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Studying Contemporary Chinese Communities in Cambodia

—A Bibliographical and Methodological Review

Shihlun Allen Chen

( Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract: Right after William Willmott published his two monographs in
1967 and 1970 on the Chinese community in Cambodia which largely based on
his ethnographic field works in early 1960s the studies of the Chinese in Cambo—
dia has not been fully understood and studied due to the long+term civil war and
the cold war politics. The long-term civil war on the one hand had devastatingly
destroyed the country but has also vanished most of ethnographic materials and re—
cords in the nation. On the other hand the civil war has also attracted most of ac—
ademic attention on the studies of Cambodia’s contemporary history human right

status  peace-making process and its recent economic reconstruction and politi—
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cal democratization. This is the reason that no specific monograph has yet dedica—
ted to the studies of current Chinese communities in Cambodia.

Therefore  the author attempts to review the modern literatures and studies on
contemporary Chinese communities in Cambodia in this paper. Using author’s
cross—disciplinary research journey and transnational career development on the
subject as a critical example the author examines how various disciplinary and
methodological approaches have contributed differently on the subject. The author
further addresses three urgent and yet important field issues on ethnographic data
based up on his long-term ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia and suggests an
advanced training possibility for future studies on both Cambodia and the Chinese
within.

Keywords: Cambodia; Chinese Community; Documents Studies; Studies of

Current Chinese Communities in Cambodia



