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Women Participating in State Reconstruction after Ethno-
national Conflicts: Achievements and Problems

Fan Ruolan

Abstract: State reconstruction has been scheduled in some countries since
1990s, as ethno-national conflicts ended by outside interferences or the shift of
political power. Dramatic shift of power provided unprecedented opportunities
for women to participate in reconstruction, and gender issues raised by feminist
organizations and peace movements offer the specific direction and content.
Besides, concerns of international community and international organizations
form the strong backing to women’s participation in reconstruction. All these
factors above enable women to take part in state reconstruction actively. It is
a consensus that without women’s participation, reconstruction would never
be completed veritably. In the process of reconstruction, women have played
a crucial role in national reconciliation, democracy construction, the enacting
and amending of laws. Now the main obstacles of women’s participation in
reconstruction are followings: patriarchal culture that blocks women’s political
participation, religious rules that restricts women’s rights, and the adaptation
problems of international interventions.

Keywords: Reconstruction; Women; Ethno-national Conflict; Reconstruction

Quota System
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