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An Analysis Based on the Moderating Effect of “Perception of Economic Im-
provement” and “Developmentalism”

Pang Qin Liang Yiying Pan Junhao (130)

[Abstract] East Asia is of primary strategic significance for China’s economic develop—
ment and national security. How will China’ s increasing trade and investment with
East Asian countries affect their people’s attitudes toward China? This is a question of
both theoretical importance and practical implications for China’s foreign economic ac—
tivities and it has yet not been systematically examined. This study by adopting
multidevel regression model analysis finds that China’s economic interactions with the
East Asian countries are negatively correlated with these countries’ public evaluation of
China. In other words countries with closer economic relations with China tend to
hold more negative public views of China. Further study shows that the negative rela—
tions are closely related with the moderating effect of two ideational factors ‘“percep—
tion of economic improvement” and “developmentalism”. This study contributes to ex—
isting theory of regional economic integration by building a nuanced “ideational spillo—
ver effect” model based on the New Functionalism. It also puts forward a new expla—
nation for motivation and resistance at the public level for regional economic integra—
tion. In addition this study also expands the current literature concerning China’ s
soft power by linking foreign public evaluations of China with China’s economic activi—
ties.
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